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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: MARR, RP, US 

SUBJECT: ROMULO COMMENTS TO PRESS ON BASE TALKS 

1 . DAILY BULLETIN AND TIMES JOURNAL OF SEPTEMBER 7 CARRIED 
BRIEF FRONT-PAGE REPORTS ON REMARKS MADE BY ROMULO ON 
PREVIOUS DAY TO EFFECT THAT BASE NEGOTIATIONS WERE EXPECTED 
TO RESUME IN OCTOBER OR NOVEMBER. ROMULO REPORTEDLY SAID 
THAT IT WAS DIFFICULT TO DETERMINE ON EXACT DATE FOR 
RESUMPTION OF NEGOTIATIONS BECAUSE "THERE ARE SO MANY 
COALS IN THE FIRE." ROMULO ALSO REPORTEDLY SAID THAT HE 
EXPECTED ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF STATE HOLBROOKE TO VISIT 
MANILA EITHER IN LATE OCTOBER OR IN NOVEMBER TO RESUME THE 
TALKS. 

2. COMMENT. ROMULO'S COMMENTS WERE MADE IN RESPONSE TO A 
QUESTION DURING PRESS BRIEFING ON US-ASEAN CONSULTATIONS. 
WHY ROMULO REFERRED TO HOLBROOKE VISIT AS TAKING PLACE IN 
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LATE OCTOBER OR IN NOVEMBER (RATHER THAN SEPTEMBER) IS 
UNKNOWN. IT MAY HAVE BEEN SIMPLE LAPSE OF MEMORY. 
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